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Address of the Philadelphia (on-
vention

To TaE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES.

Having met in Convention at the city of
Philadelphia, in the State of Pennsylvania,
this 16th day of August, 1866, as the rep.
resentatives of the people in all scetions,
and all the States and Territories of the
Union, to consult upon the condition and
wants of our common country, we nddress
to you this declaration of our principles,
nng of the political purposes we seck to
promote.

Since the meeting of the last National
Convention, in the year 1860, events have
occurred which hava changed the charac-
ter of our internal politics, and given the
United States a new place among the na.
tions of the carth. Our government has
passed through the vicissitudes and perils
of civil war—a war which, though mainly
sectional in its character, has nevertheless
decided political differences that from the
very beginning of the government had
threatened the unity of our national exis—
tence, 2nd has left its impress deep and in
effaceable upou all the interests, the senti-
ments, and the destiny of the republic.
While it has inflicted upon the whole coun-
iiy severe losses iu lifeand in property,and
has imposed burdens which must weigh on
its resources for generations to come, it has
daveloped a degree of national courage in
the presence of national dangers—a capaci-
ty for military organization and achieve-
ment, and a lc?evolion on the partof the
people to the form of government which
they have ordaincd, and to the principles
of liberty which that government was de.
aigned to promote, which must coafirm the
confidence of the people in the perpetuity
of its republican institutions, and command
the respeot of the civilized world.

Like all great contests which rouse the
passions and test the endurance of nations,
this war has given new scope te the ambi-
tion of political parties, and fresh impulse
to plans of innovation and reform. Amidst
the chaos of conflicting sentiments insepa.
rable from such era, while the public heart
is keenly alive to all the - passions that can
sway the public judgment and affect the
public action ; while the wcunds of war
are still fresh and bleeding on either side,
and fears for the future take uojust pro-
portions from the memories and resent—
ments of the past, 1t is a difficult, but an
imperative duty which on your behalf we,
who are here assembled, have undertaken
to perform.

or the first time after six long years of
alienaticn and of conflict, we have come
together from every State and every sce—

which tolerates whatit cannot prevent, and
builds its plans and hopes for the future,
rather upon a community of interest and
ambition than upon distrust and the wea—
pons of force.

In the next place, we call upon you to
recognize in their full significance, and to
accept with all their legitimate consequen-
ces, the political results of the war just
closed. In two mostimportant particulars
the victory achieved by the national gov-
ernment has been final and decisive. Iirst
it has established beyond all further con-
troversy, and by the highest of all human
sanctions, the absolute supremacy of the
national government, as defined and limit-
ed by the Constitution of the United States
and the permanent integrity and indissolu-
bility of the Federal Union as a nccessary
consequence ; and second, it has put an
end finally and forever to the existence of
slavery upon the soil and in the jurisdie.
tion of the United States. Both these
points became direetly involved in the con-
test, and controversy upon both was ended
absolutely and finally by the result.

In the third place, we deem itof the ut-
most importanee that the real charucter of
the war and the victory by which it was
closed should be auceurately understood.
The war was carried on by the United
States in maintenance of its own authority
and in defenca of its own existence, both
of which were menaced by the insurrection
which it sought to suppress. The sup
pression of that insurrcction accomplishes
that result. The government ol the Uni-
ted States maintained by foree of arms the
supreme authority over all the territory,
and over all the States aud paople within
its jurisdiction which the Constitution con
fers upon it: but it acquired thereby no
new power, no enlarged jurisdiction, no
rights of territorial possession or of ecivil
authority which it did not possess before
the rebellion broke out.  All the rightiul
power it ean ever possess is that which is
wounierred upon it, either in express terms
or by fuir and neeessary implication, by
the Constitution of the United States. It
was that power and that authority whiel
the rebellion sought to overthrow, and the
victory of the Federal arms was simply a
defeat of that attempt. The governnient
of the United States acted throughout the

ing their own rulers ugil they shall com-
ply with such conditivd and perform such
acts as this Congress fus composed may
itself prescribe. T'hat fight has not only
been asserted, but it I been excrciscd,,
and is practically enfdeed at the present
time. Nor does it fid any support in
the theory, that the Shtes thus cxcluded
are in rebellion againg the government,
and are therefore precpded from sharing
its authority. They as not thus in rebel
lion. They are one ng all in an attitude
of loyalty towards the pvernment, and of
sworn allegiance to thellonstitution of the
United States. In no oje of them is there
the slightest indicatia of resistance to
this authority, or tha slightest protest
against its just and Ending obligation.
This condition of renwed loyalty has
been officially recogniid by solemn proe-
lamation of the Excative department
The laws of the Uniteq States have been
extended by Congress aer all these States
and the people thercol Federal Courts
have been reopened, anl Federal taxes im-
posed and levied, and in every respect,
cxcept that they are daied representation
in Congress and the Elztoral College, the
States once in rebellion are recognized as
holding the same posidon, as owing the
same obligations, and subject to the same
duties as the other States of vur common
Union.

It seems to us in the exercise of the
calmest and most candid judginent we can
bring to the subject, tht such a claim, to
enforeed, involves as faul an overilirow of
the authority of the Castitation, and us
complete a destruction +f the government
and Union, as that whith was sought to
be effected by the Staws and people in
armed insurrection agaimt them both. It
cannot escape observatim that the power
thus csserted to exclude tertain States from
representation, is made to rest wholly in
the will and discretion of the Congress
that asserts it. It is not made to depend
upon any specified conditions or circum-
stances, nor to be subjcet to any rules or
regulations whatever. The right asserted
and exereised is absolute, without qualifi
cation or restriction, not confined to States
in rebellion, nor to States that have rebell
ed; it isthe right of any Congress in for
mal possession of legislative authority, to

war on the defensive. It sought only to
hold possession of what was already its
own. Neither the war nor the victory by
which it was closed, changed in any way
the Constitution of the United States. The |
war was carried on by virtue of its provis-
ions, and under the limitations which they
preseribe, and the result of the war did not
either enlarge, abridge, or in any wiy
change or affcct the powers it confers upon
the Federal government, or released  that
government from the restrietions which it
has imposed.
The Constitution of the United States
is to-day precisely as it was before the war,
the “supreme law of the land, anything in
the constitution or laws of any State to the
contrary notwithstanding,” and to day, also,
precisely as before the war, all the powers
not conferred by the Constitution upen the
general government, nor prohibited by it |
to the States, are “reserved tothe several '
States, or to the people thereor.” l
This position is vindieated not only by
the essential natare of our government, anil

I
]

tion of our land, as citizens of a common
country, under that flag, the symbol again
of a common glory, to consult together how
best to cement and perpetuate that Union |
which is again the objcet of our common |
love, and thus secure the blessings of lib—
erty to ourselves and our posterity.

I the first place, we invoke you to re—
member always and everywhere, that the
war is ended and the nation again at peace.
The shock of contending armies no longer
assails the shuddering heart of the repub—
lie. The insurrection against the supreme
authority of the nation has been suppress-
ed, and that authority has been again ac-
knuwledged, by word and acet, by every
State and by every citizen within its juris-
diction. We are no longer required or
permitted to regard or treat each other as |
cnemies. Notonly have the acts of war |
been discontinued, and the weapons of |
war laid aside, but the state of war no lon- l
ger cxists, and the sentiments, the passions,
the relations of war have no longer lawful
or rightful place anywhere throughout our
br domain, We are again people of
the United States, fellow-citizens of ono
country, bound by the duties and obliga—
tions of a common patriotism, and having
neither rifhls nor interests apart from a
common destiny. The duties that devolve

upon us now are agnin the duties of peace,
and no longer the duties of war, We have
assembled here to take counsel concerning

may most wisely and eflectually heal the
wounds the war has made, and perfect and |
perpetuate the benefits it has secured, and
the blessings which, under u wise und be-
nign Frovidence, have sprung up in its
fiery track. This is the work, not of pas
:;q, but of ealm and sober judgment; not

resantmeng for past offenses, prolonged
beyond the limit which justice and reason
prescribe, but of a liberal statesmanship

[ing cluim, that clause of the Constitution
I § which provides that “no State ith-
the interests of peace ; to decide how wo | . it sl

the langnage and spiritol the Constitution, |

| but by all the acts and the Iun;.:_u:u_\;e of our | istnlh?p; ol Congress and the | nion is thus
!gnvcrnment, in all its departments, and at | made dependent solely and cntirely upon

all times trom the outbreak of the rebellion |
to its final overthrow. In every wmessage |
and proclamation of the Executive it was !
explicitly declared that the sole object and !
purpose of the war was to waintain the au- |
thority of the Constitution and to preserye
the integrity of the Union; and Congress |
more than once reiterated this solemn dee.

laration, and added the assurance that ;
whenever this objeet should  be attained, |
the war should cease, and all the States
should retain their equal rights and digni-
ty unimpaired. It is only since the war
was closed that other rights have Licen as-
serted on behalf of one department of the
general government. It has been pro-
claimed by Congress that, in addition to
the powers conferred upon it by the Con.
stitution, the IFederal Government wmay
now claim over tha States, the territory
and the people involved in the insurrection,
the rights of war, the right of conquest
and of confiscation, the right to abrogate
all existing governments institations and
laws, and to subject the territory conguer-
ed and its inhubitants to such laws, recu-
lations and deprivations as the legislative
departments of the government way see fit
to impose. Under this broad and sweep-

out its consent be deprived of its equal
suffrage in the Senate of the United States,”
nas been annulled, and ten States have
been refused, and are still refused, repre-
sentation altogether in both branches of
the Federal Congress And the Congress
in which only a part of the States and
of the people of the Union are represent.
ed has asserted the right thus to exclido
the rest from representation, and from all

| gress will render them by no means impos.

| eiple of our government, and with the very

share in making their own laws or ohos.

exclude any State or States, and any por
tion of the people thercof, at any time,
from representation in Congress and in the
Electoral College, at its own diseretion and
until they shull perform such acts and
comply with such conditious vs it may die
tate. Obviously, the reasons for such ex
clusion being wholly within the diseretion
of Congress, may change as the Congress
itself shail change. One Congress may
exclude a State trom all share in the gov
ernment for one reason; and, that reason
removed, the next Congress may exclude
it for another. One State may be exclud
cd on one ground to day, and another may
be excluded on the opposite greund to
morrow. Northern aseendancy may exclude
Southern States from one Congress—the
aseendancy of Western or of Southern in
tercsts, or of Loth combined, may exclude
the Northern or the Eastern States from
the next.  Improbable as such usurpations
may scem, the establishment of the prinei
ple now asserted and acted upon by Con-

sible.  The character, indeed the very ex.

the party and sectiznal exizeneies or for
bearanee ot the heur.

We need not stop to show that sueh
action not only finds no warrant in the
Coustitution, but is at war with cvery prin-

existence ol free institutions  Li is, in-
deed, the identical practice which has ren-
dered Fruitless all attempts  hitherto to «
tablish and maintain free governments in
Mexico and the States of Sonth Awerica,
Party nccessities assert themselves as su-
pevior to the fundamental law, which is set
aside in reckless obedienee to their beliests,
Stability, whether in the exercise, of pow.
er, in the administration of government,
or in the enjoyment of rights, becomes im-
possible; and the conflicts of party, which,
under constitucional governments, are the
conditions and means of political progress,
are merged in the conflicts of arms to which
they direetly and inevitably tend,

restriction, qualification, or condition of
any kind, but this duty of choosing repre-
sentatives is imposed upon the people of
cach and every State alike, without dis-
tinction, or the authority to make distine-
tions among them, for any reason or upon
any grounds whatever. And in the Sen-
ate, so careful is the Constitution to secure
to every State the right of representation,
it is expressly provided that “no State
shall, without its consent, be deprived of
its equal suffrage” in that body, even by
an amendment of the Constitution itself.
When, therefore, any State is excluded
from such representation, not only is the
right of the State denied, but the constitu.
tional integrity of the Senate is impaired,
and the validity of the government itself
is brought in question. But Congress at
the present moment thus execludes from
representation in both branches of Con-
gress, ten States of the Union, denying
them all share in the enactment of laws by
which they are to be governed, and all par-
ticipation in the election of the rulers by
which those laws are to be enforced. In
other words, a Congress in which only
twenty six States are to be represented, as-
serts the right to govern, absolutely and in
its own discretion, all the thirty-six States
which compose the Union—to make their
laws and choose their rulers, and to ex-
clude the other ten from all share in their
own government until it sees fit to admit
them thereto. What is there to distingnish
the power thus asserted and exercised from
the most absolute and intolerable tyranny?

Nor do these extravagant and unjust
claims on the part of Congress to power
and authority never conferred upon the
government by the Constitution find any
warrant in the arguments or excuses urged
on their behalf. Iiisaileged,

First. That these States, by the act of
rebellion and by voluntarily withdrawing
their members from Congress, forfeited
their right of representation, and that they
can only receive it again at the hands of
the supreme legislative authority of the
sovernment, on its own terms and at its
own discretion. 1f represen:ation in Con
gress and participation in the government
were simply privileges conferred and held
by favor, this statement might have the
merit ot plausibility, Buat representation
is under the Constitution not only express
ly recognized as a right, but it is imposed
as 2 duty; and it is essentiul in both as
peets to the existence of the government
and to the maintenance of its authority. ITn
lree governments fundamental and essen
tial rights cannot be forfeited, except
against individuals by due process of law;
nor can coustitutional duties and obliga-
tions be discarded or laid aside. The en-
Joyment of rights may be for a time sus.
pended by the failure to claim them, and
duties may ve evaded by the refusal to per-
form them. The withdrawal of their mem-
bers from Congress by the States which
resisted the general government was among
their acts of insurrcction—was one of the
means and agencies by which they sought
to impair the anthority and defeat the ae
tion of the goverpment ; and that aet was
annuled and rendercd void when the insur-
rection itself was suppressed. Neither the
right of representation nor the duty to be
represented was in the least impaired by
the luct of insurrection; but it may have
Leen by reason of the insurrection the con-
ditions on which the enjoyment of that
rizht and the performance of that duty for
the time depended could not be fulfilled.
This was, in fact, the cgse. An insurgent

on their le, and to im upon them
such lawap‘::pd such obﬁmm” we might
choose. But we had bofore the war com-
plete jurisdiction over the soil of the Sounth-
ern States, limited only by our own Consti-
tution. Qur laws were the only national
laws in_ force upon it. The government
of the United States was the only govern—
ment through which those States and their
people had relations with foreign nations,
and its flag was the only flag by which
they were recognized or known

on the face of the earth. In all these res—
pects, and in all other respects involving
national interests and rights, our on
was perfect and complete. It did not need
to be acquired, but only to be maintained;
and victorious war against the rebellion
could do nothing more than maintsin it.
It could only vindicate and re-establish the
disputed supremacy ot the Constitation. It
could neither enlarge nor diminish the au-
thority which that Coustitution confers
upon the government by which it was
achieved. Buch an enlargement or abridg-
ment of constitutional power can be

ed only by amendment of the Constitation
itself, and such amendment can be made
only in the modes which the Constitution
itself prescribes. The elaim that the sup~
pression of an insurrection against the go—
vernment gives additional authority and
power to that government, y that
it enlarges the jurisdiction of

and gives that body the right to exe
States from representation in the national
councils, without which the nation itself
can have no authority and no existence,
seems to us at variance alike with the
principles of the Constitution and with- the
public safety.

Third. But it is alleged that in certain
partizulars the Constitation of the United
States fails to secare that absolute justice
and impartial equality which the E:xu—
ples of our government require; it
was in these respects the result of compro-
miscs and concessions to which, however
necessary when the Constitution was form-
ed, we are no longer compelled to submit,
and that now, having the power throngh
successful war and just warrant for its ex-
ercise in the hostile conduct of the insur-
gent section, the actual government of the
United States may im ita own condi-
tions, and make the Constitution conform
in all its provisions to itsa own ideas of
equality and the rights of man. Congress,
at its last session, proposed amendments to
the Constitution, enlarging in some
important particulars the authority of the
general government over that of sev-
eral States, and reducing, by indirect dis-
frunchisement, the representative power
of the States in which slavery formerl
existed; and itis claimed that these 8
ments may be made valid as parte of the
original Constitution, without the concur—
rence of the States to be most seriously
affectad by them, or may be im
those States by three fourths of the remain-
ing States, asconditions of their re~-admis-
sion to representation in Congress and in
the Electoral College.

It is the unquestionable right of the
people of the United States to make such
changes in the Constitution as they. upon
due deliberation, may deem expedient.
But we insist that they shall be made in
the mode which the Constitution itself
points out—in conformity with the lettar
and the spirit of that instrument, and with
the principles of self government and of
equal rights which lie at the basis of our
republican institutions. We den

law the essential condition of representa-
tion in its government. No man within
the insurgent States was allowed to take

quence, no man could lawfally represent
thuse States in the councils of the Union.
But this was only an obstacle to the enjoy-
ment of the right and to the discharge of
a duty—it did not annul the one nor abro-
gate the other; and it ceased to exist when
the usurpation by which it had been cre-

had again resumed their allegiance to the
Constitution and laws of the United States.

It was against this peril so conspicuous
and so fatal to all free governwents that !
our Constitution was intended especially to |
provide. Not only the stability but the |
very existence of the government is made !
by its provisions to depend upon the right |
and the fact of representation. The l,.‘on-l
gress, upon which is conferred all the leg

islative power of the national government, |
consists of two branches, the Senate and |
House of Representatives, whose joint con-
currenco or assent is essential to the valid
ity of any law. Of theso the IHouse of
Representatives, says the Constitution,
(article one, section two,) “shall be com-
posed of members chosen every second |
year by the people of the several States.” |

Not only is the right of representa~
tiou thus recognized as possessed by
all the Btatos and every Stats without

| waive in his own discretion.

the audhority claimed by the Congress
now in possession of power, that it flows
directly from the laws of war; that it is
among the rights which victorious war al-
ways confers upon the conquerors, and
which the conqueror may exercisa or
To this we
reply, that the laws in question relate
solely, so far as the rights they confer are
concerncd, to wars waged between sulien

and independent nations, and can have no |
place or force, in this regard, in a war |

wagzed by a government to suppress an in-

{ urrectivn of its own people, upon its own

soil against its own authority. If we had

| carried on successtul war against any for-

eign nation, we might thereby have ac-
quired possession and jurisdiction of their
soil, with the right to enforce our laws up-

power, in the cxercise of usurped and un- | ! ) J
lawful authority in the territory under its | 0 the fuudamental law, without the con-
contrel, had prohibited that alleginnce to | Currence of lhrge-fourlhs of all the States,
the Constitution and laws of the United | iucluding especially those to be most seri-
States which is made by that fundamental | 0usly aflected by them; or to impose them

the oath to support the Constitution of the ( - : ¥
United Btates, and, as a necessary conse- | alike. And with still greater emphass

- ]
ated had been overthrown, aud the States

Second. But it is asserted, in sapport of |

right ot Congress to make these changes

| upon States or people as conditions of re

resentation, or of admission to any of the
rights, daties, or obligations which belong
under the Constitution to all the States

do we deny the right of any portion of the
States excluding the rest of the States
| from any share in their councils, to propose
i or sanction changes in the Constitution
which are t affect permanently their po-
litieal relations and control or coerce the
{ legitimate action of the saveral members
of the common Unioa. 8":1‘:&“ c'xiuﬁlo
of power is sim & usu on; just as
unwarrantable wgla{; exercised by Northern
States as it would be if exercised by South.
crn, aod not to be fortified or palliated by
anything in the past history either of thosa
by whom it is attempted or of those upon
whose rights and liberties it is to take ef-
fect. It finds no warrant in the Constitu-
tion. It is at war with the tundamental
principles of our form of government. 1f
tolerated in one instance it becomes the
precedent, for future invasions of liberty
{ and constitutional right dependent solely
upon the will of the party in of
power, and thus leads, by direct snd neo-
essary sequence to the mwost fatal end ine
tolerable of all tyrannies—the tryanoy of
shilting and irresponsible political
It is aguinst this, the most formidable of
all the dangers whioch menace the stability
of {res government, that the Constitution
{Concluded on 4th page.
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